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“The	one	who	believes	in	me	will	also	do	the	works	that	I	do	and,	in	fact,	will	do	greater	works	than
these,	because	I	am	going	to	the	Father.	I	will	do	whatever	you	ask	in	my	name,	so	that	the	Father
may	be	glori=ied	in	the	Son.”	[John	14:12-13]	I’m	walking	today	on	the	land	where greater	works
happened.	These	involved	actions	that	liberated	a	group	of	people	that	was	subjugated,	oppressed,
and	exploited.	Jesus	did	not	do	this	for	the	women	of	his	time,	nor	for	children,	nor	for	his	own
people	who	also	lived	in	subjugation,	but	the	tools	he	gave	us	were	simple	and	on	display	here
today	in	what	was	known	by	many	as Bombgham:	“Do	not	fear	death,	for	I	have	taken	away	its	sting;
and	walk	with	the	knowledge	that	God	loves	humankind	despite	their	scapegoating,	hatred	and
killing	of	you,	because	I	have	experienced	the	same.”

A	love	that	forgives,	was	going	to	be	taught
on	September	15,	1963,	when	the	bomb
exploded	in	the	16th Street	Baptist	Church
killing	four	girls.	But	it	was	also	the	lesson
when	James	Bevel	instructed	and	prepared
the	city’s	youth	in	the	same	church	six
months	earlier,	for	non-violent,	turn	the
other	cheek,	marches	into	a	=ield	of	hate,
with	=ire	hoses	pointed	at	them	strong
enough	to	dislodge	bricks	and	with	the
=lashing	teeth	of	manic	police	dogs.

Today,	it’s	an	active	vibrant	church,	and
testament	to	hope	and	endurance,	and	indeed,	to	a	people	who	lived	in	neighborhoods	like
“dynamite	hill”	but	found	the	courage	not	to	fear	death,	and	to	act	against	oppression	and	hatred
with	the	knowledge	that	God	loves	their	enemy.	The	tools	Jesus	gave	us	were	their	armor,	and	they
put	them	into	action	then,	and	they	seem	to	still	wear	them	now.	To	us	who	are	concerned	about	the
state	of	our	MAGA	times,	a	16th street	member	told	us,	“These	young	people	of	today?	They’re	not
going	to	stand	for	it.”	She’s	right.	We	and	them	shall	do	greater	things.
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