Day 4 Reflection - Civil Rights Pilgrimage to Alabama
By Canon Randy Callendar

“Oh, freedom,

Oh, freedom,

Oh, freedom over me.

And before I'd be a slave,

I'll be buried in my grave,

And go home to my Lord and be free.”

That song was in my head all morning. Haunting.
Steady. Like a whispered prayer passed down from
the ancestors who refused to let their hope die, even
when their bodies were beaten, broken, or hung
from trees like strange fruit.
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As I walked today, | found myself asking:

Would I have been lynched? Could I still be lynched?
Because the past is not the past, not when the soil
still remembers. Not when the names are still
unspoken. Not when the systems still echo the same
intentions.

We visited sites where people were lynched, one
where simply because the mob couldn’t find the
person they were actually looking for, so they took a
friend. A sibling. A neighbor. A child. (The youngest I
saw was 10 years old)

But what gave me a spark of courage, what kept me standing, was stepping inside The Episcopal
Church of the Good Shepherd in Montgomery. Not just because it’s an Episcopal church, but because
it was the church where someone I knew, Fr. Robert E. DuBose, served. (He baptized me at The
Historic African Episcopal Church of St. Thomas in Philadelphia and was the reason my family is
now at St. George St. Barnabas Episcopal Church) It made the weight of history personal. Familiar.
Real. It reminded me that we are still here resisting, building, hoping.

Slavery stole us from our homes.
Lynching chased us from our homes.
And this country keeps trying to make prison our new home.

But freedom, real freedom, can’t be buried. It still sings. It still rises. And it still demands that we
remember and that we rebuild something better.
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